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ZONING BOARD OF APPEALS 

Fiscal Year 2013 
 

The Amherst Zoning Board of Appeals (ZBA) received 29 applications during Fiscal Year 

2013, four (4) of which were withdrawn.   

 

The Zoning Board of Appeals met 39 times during FY 13, including four (4) Administrative 

Meetings.  The number of applications during Fiscal Year 2013 represents a consistent level of 

activity as compared to the previous fiscal years.  The following chart shows the number of 

applications submitted for the Fiscal Years of 2008 to 2013: 
  

During this fiscal year, one (1) decision of the Zoning Board of Appeals was appealed:   

 

 145 North Whitney – The ZBA denied a request to all a greyhound rescue and adoption 

operation as a home occupation.  The appeal still pending. 

 

Two applications were appeals of a determination of the Building Commissioner: 

 290 Lincoln Avenue – The ZBA upheld the issuance of a demolition permit for a detached 

barn.  The matter was remanded back to the Historical Commission with the Zoning Board 

of Appeals uphold their decision to allow its demolition. 

 Hobart Lane – The ZBA upheld an order of the Building Commissioner requiring a 

landlord to pay fines for violation of the occupancy Zoning Bylaw.  The matter began in 

response to a fire in one unit at the 14 unit complex where residents were illegally 

occupying basement rooms. 

 

The Zoning Board of Appeals approved the following residential projects, resulting in the 

creation of 61 additional new dwelling units: 

 36 Mount Holyoke Drive, supplemental apartment (new construction) 

 179 Northampton Road, non-owner occupied two family dwelling (new construction) 

 950 North Pleasant Street, 54 new units at Presidential Apartments (new construction) 

 16 Adams Street, converted dwelling 

 62 Taylor Street, non-owner occupied two family dwelling. 

 

Fiscal Year Number of Applications 

2008 37 

2009 42 

2010 14 

2011 25 

2012 31 

2013 29 
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The Zoning Board of Appeals approved eleven (11) requests for creation or expansion of the 

following businesses: 

 28 Amity Street – for the creation of a new cinema space at Amherst Cinema 

 90 Gatehouse Road – for the construction of a small addition and handicapped accessible 

entrance at Hampshire Athletic Club 

 188 East Hadley Road – for the exterior renovation of six apartment buildings at The 

Boulders 

 17 Seelye Street – for the construction of a new oversized sign at the First Congregational 

Church 

 24 Dickinson Street – to use the building for up to six professional offices 

 1550 West Street – to allow the continued operation of the Lane Quarry 

 19 North Pleasant Street – to allow the extension of the hours of operation until 2:00 a.m. 

for J Gumbo’s restaurant 

 22 Lessey Street – to allow a change in the rooftop wireless communication antenna on 

the Clark House 

 660 West Street – to allow the alteration of a non-conforming building to create roof 

overhand and handicapped accessibility 

 181 D University Drive – to allow the creation of a new take out only Class II restaurant  

d/b/a Wings Over Amherst 

 398 Northampton Road – to allow the expansion of an existing auto sales and repair 

business and construction of a new building for Zbylut Motor Works. 
 

Public Meetings 

The Board held four (4) Administrative Meetings during FY 13 for the purposes of reviewing 

procedures, conditions, and process oriented items.  One of the meetings included the Planning 

Director and chair of the Zoning Subcommittee to review proposed revisions to the Zoning 

Bylaw.  The following is a list of the membership in FY 13: 

 
  

Jeffrey Bagg, Senior Planner, provided staff support to the Zoning Board of Appeals during FY 13.  Town staff 

continued to enhance the available online resources, integrating electronic transmittals, and providing the Board 

members with additional trainings. 

 

The following is a link to the Zoning Board of Appeals webpage: http://www.amherstma.gov/index.aspx?nid=235  

 

Full Members Year Appointed Term Expires 

Eric Beal (Chair) 2005 2014 

Hilda Greenbaum 2005 2014 

Thomas Ehrgood 2008 2016 

Associate Members Year Appointed Term Expires 

Mark Parent 2009 2014 

Keith Langsdale 2009 2014 

Carolyn Holstein 2010 2014 

Pari Riahi 2013 2014 


